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Learning Objectives:

1. Reinforce the need for continued infection control precautions, early testing and 
treatment for COVID-19 

2. Review the latest recommendations on vaccinations for COVID-19 and other respiratory 
infections, and their limitations in those who are immunocompromised

3. Review relevant clinical trials related to COVID-19 for immunocompromised individuals 
and new treatments down the pipeline



COVID-19: Where Are We Now?

COVID-19 virus (SARS-CoV-2) is constantly 
changing and new variants emerge:
 - Old variants may disappear or persist
 - Symptoms are the same:



COVID-19: Immunocompromised
• Among unvaccinated patients, those immunocompromised had higher 

odds of ICU admission (X1.26) and in-hospital death (X1.34) than did 
non-immunocompromised
• Among vaccinated patients, those immunocompromised had higher odds 

of ICU admission (X1.40) and in-hospital death (X1.87) than did non-
immunocompromised  
• Among immunocompromised patients, odds of death between 

vaccinated and unvaccinated patients did not differ:
• Need additional protection from COVID-19 

• Monoclonal antibodies for prevention
• Up-to-date vaccination of immunocompromised persons and their close contacts
• Early testing
• Early treatment

• All CLL patients are immunocompromised regardless of their treatment 
status, even those who have never been treated.



COVID-19: Prevention + Early 
Treatment!

Order free home testing kits through CDC website:
https://www.covid.gov/tests
Need help placing an order for your at-home tests? Call 1-800-232-0233 (TTY 1-888-720-7489)

https://special.usps.com/testkits
tel:1-800-232-0233
tel:1-888-720-7489


COVID-19 Vaccination
• Vaccines: Original (withdrawn 4/2023) / Bivalent (withdrawn 

9/2023) / Updated



COVID-19: No Previous Vaccine



COVID-19: Previous Vaccine
One previous vaccine

Two previous vaccines Three or more previous vaccines



COVID-19: Previous Vaccine
One previous vaccine

Two previous vaccines Three or more previous vaccines



COVID-19: Previous Vaccine



COVID-19: Treatment
• Antivirals:

• Remdesivir: approved in 10/2020
• Intravenous only

• Paxlovid (nirmatrelvir/ritonavir): approved in 5/2023
• Oral only
• Significant interactions with other medications!

• Molnupiravir:
• Oral only 
• Lower efficacy, last option

• “Passive immunotherapy”:
• Convalescent plasma
• Intravenous immunoglobulin (or “IVIg”)



COVID-19: Other

• Immunocompromised patients have prolonged 
intermittent symptoms: “Protracted COVID-19” –
please reach out to a provider as you may need 
further testing and treatment

• Clinical trials:
• Monoclonal Antibodies for prevention:

• AstraZeneca, Invivyd and Regeneron
• May not be recruiting. Check cllsociety.org



Other Viruses: Influenza
• Influenza

• Testing: with any new respiratory symptoms 
• Treatment: oseltamivir (Tamiflu, as soon as possible!)



Other Viruses: RSV 

Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)
• Two vaccines available:

• RSVPreF3 (Arexvy, GSK)
• RSVpreF (Abrysvo, Pfizer)

• Single dose for adults aged 60 years and older
• Testing: along with COVID-19 and Influenza
• Treatment: oral ribavirin 



Respiratory Viruses

• If any respiratory symptoms:
• Test immediately! 

• Start with COVID-19 home Ag test
• If negative, rapid COVID-19/Flu/RSV at urgent care or 

at your provider’s office
• Immediate treatment! 

• COVID-19: Paxlovid, remdesivir, monupiravir
• Influenza: Tamiflu
• RSV: ribavirin



Pneumococcal Vaccine

All immunocompromised patients should receive pneumococcal (or “pneumonia”) 
vaccine  



Thank you!



CLL Society’s 
COVID-19 

Action Plan

Robyn Brumble, RN, MSN
Director of Scientific Affairs

CLL Society



Complete Prior to COVID-19 Exposure



Known Exposure, Positive Result, 
and How to Quarantine



What Do I Do If I Do Get COVID-19?



Where to Find the COVID-19 Action Plan 
On CLL Society’s Website

25



Where to Find the COVID-19 Action Plan 
On CLL Society’s Website
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Where to Find the COVID-19 Action Plan 
On CLL Society’s Website
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Important Takeaways

• Complete the checklists ahead of time-BE 
PREPARED!

• Keep them in an easily accessible place, 
such as a folder

• Discuss your plan with others within the 
household

• If you have known exposure, symptoms, or 
a positive test result-pull out the plan and 
act fast! Time is of the essence.
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Thank You for Attending!
Please take a moment to complete our post-event 

survey, your feedback is important to us

If you’re question was not answered, please feel free to 
email asktheexpert@cllsociety.org

Join us for our next webinar “ASH 2023 Comes To You!” 
early next year

CLL Society is invested in your long life. Please invest in 
the long life of the CLL Society by supporting our work

cllsociety.org/donate-to-cll-society/

mailto:asktheexpert@cllsociety.org

