Dear Healthcare Provider,
Thank you for all you have done throughout the challenging COVID-19 pandemic.
As you know, all those with CLL/SLL (chronic lymphocytic leukemia/small lymphocytic
lymphoma), a cancer of the B lymphocytes, are moderatley to severely immunocompromised1.
All patients with CLL/SLL are much less likely to be protected by vaccinations2 and are at much
higher risk for poor outcomes including death with COVID-19. This is regardless of their
vaccination status, antibody levels, treatment status, and no matter the prevalent circulating
SARS-CoV-2 variant at the time3.
That is why we join the CDC4 and others in recommending that all CLL/SLL patients be
prioritized to receive Evusheld for Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and receive all COVID-19
booster doses per the most recent CDC guidance that is specified for those who are moderately
to severely immunocompromised.
Additionally, if anyone with CLL/SLL test positive for COVID-19, they should be be quickly
prioritized for therapies such as the effective anti-SARS-CoV-2 monoclonal antibodies and/or
antivirals (such as Remdesivir or Paxlovid). Again, all CLL/SLL patients should be prioritized for
these therapies in their first few days of COVID-19 regardless of how many vaccinations they
have received, their treatment status, or their clinical state.
Thank you again for your help in caring for these most vulnerable patients during the pandemic.
Stay strong. We are all in this together.

Brian Koffman, MDCM (retired), MS Ed
Co-Founder, Executive VP and Chief Medical Officer
CLL Society, Inc.
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