émerican
ancer i . e
<‘) AAL Iuhﬂ ':ECE AB ‘] gg%igéy @ Armerican Kidney Fund” 1: ﬁm%”can / Arfhrltls_
ASSOCIATION ] Action FIGHTING ON ALL FRONTS Association. Foundahon
‘ Network™
¢ .2 b @
O Biomarker \w/ CANCER SUPPORT GILDA'S
Collaborative CANCERcare ~ VZCOMMUNITY "% cus
Over 75 Years of Help and Hope CLL SOCIETY
colorectal c.
( 5]'{0 cancer CROHN’S
COALTON OF STATE RHEUMATOLOGY ORGANIZATIONS q"lance &COLITIS
¢ S ’ T Tomorrow can't wait FOUN DATION
GLOBAL
kk’t ,{S}‘ﬂ GEXOHZO F J G H T _E.IjJLG_lOb al HEALTHY
End Preeclomps|0 EXoN 20 UTE%S/GTR%’G% Colon Cancer Il;gllljrlfl%ATION
Educate. Advocate. Support, COLORECTAL CANCER Association

009
o®

R : ( WALk
Cinternational 7
COyccivne . ... XCANE" (OO ¥

cANcER i . % the virtual lifeline for proactive cancer patients
Educating, informing. Advocating and Engaging

IKTERHATITHA] FXHNAT 04 -0
A TIMAE B AT UH
FATHE T

LUNG CANCER — LUPUS @ @

RESEARCH | UNGEVITY  awiep pistases

KRASKICKERS.ORG

FOUNDATION. Find it. Traat it Liva. Association, Inc. weLanoma researc Founcarion 1 he Mended Hearts, Inc.
w NATIONAL
g/\\ National Comprehensive BRSSAN BE 2% THE MATCH'
(7 M E I THE MICHAEL ). FOX FOUNDATION CancerNetWOfk" rrocna [
CRUSADERS FOR PARKINSON’S RESEARCH

L /
.,,s.\va‘ & (/) NATIONAL A e NATIONAL
ZE NORD' () SIOMCcin 405 FEOHASS
for Rore Drsonders COALITION “

|\| .:'u
' O S " (;ll':](‘(l .

Onw\ogy Nursing Society L Place

- ...' .
PATIENTS PDL1 ‘f &2
o susana. &
RISINGEIGM  Amplifieds Komen. Transplan L

TAREr 83 VHL

oAlllonce

September 15, 2023
Dear Governor Newsom

On behalf of the millions of patients and health care providers we represent across California, we urge you to
promptly sign SB 496.

Biomarker testing connects patients with the most effective treatments.

Precision medicine uses biomarker testing to gather information about a person’s own body to prevent, diagnose,
or treat disease.' This information is found by testing a patient’s tissue, blood, or other biospecimen for the presence
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of a biomarker (e.g., genetic alterations, molecular signatures). The results of biomarker testing can help determine
the treatments that will work best for a specific patient and can also allow patients to avoid treatments that are
likely to be ineffective.

In certain areas of medicine, like cancer care, advances in precision medicine have been progressing rapidly in recent
years and have led to targeted cancer therapies that work by interfering with specific cellular processes involved in
the growth, spread, and progression of cancer. In other words, effective treatments can be selected based on the
tumor itself, rather than just its location in the body. Additionally, appropriate biomarker testing can help doctors
determine which cancer patients are more likely to have recurring or more aggressive disease so that patients at
low risk of recurrence may choose to avoid unnecessary treatment.

Research shows that targeted therapy can improve health outcomes, increase quality of life, and prolong patient

survival.""

Using the traditional trial and error method to identify an effective treatment for a particular patient can take
months — even years. In chronic, degenerative diseases like rheumatoid arthritis, any length of time spent trying
(and failing) on ineffective treatments allows the disease to continue causing irreversible damage to the joints,
increasing health care consumption and costs. In cancer care and some autoimmune conditions, the length of time
it takes to identify an effective treatment can be a matter of life or death. In all cases, ineffective treatments
exacerbate the physical, emotional, and economic burdens of disease, and the price is paid by both the patient
and the insurer.

SB 496 aligns insurance coverage of biomarker testing with the latest medical evidence.

This language has been thoroughly vetted and received broad support from patients, providers, industry groups,
and lawmakers. Comparable legislation has passed and been signed into law in Arizona, Arkansas, Georgia, lllinois,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Minnesota, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Rhode Island, and Texas with overwhelming
bipartisan support.

Despite evidence pointing to the clinical benefits associated with biomarker testing, routine clinical use does not
always follow, and testing rates lag behind clinical guideline recommendations. In a 2021 survey, 66% of oncology
providers reported that insurance coverage for biomarker testing is a significant or moderate barrier to appropriate
biomarker testing."

Without action to expand coverage and access to biomarker testing, advances in precision medicine could
exacerbate existing disparities in access to care and, consequently, health outcomes associated with race,
ethnicity, income, and geography.

Despite the clear benefits of biomarker testing, many insurance plans do not cover evidence-based biomarker
testing for all patients who need it. Improving coverage for and access to biomarker testing across insurance types
is key to reducing health disparities. We must remove barriers to biomarker testing and precision medicine, and
ensure all patients, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status or zip code,
benefit from better care. SB 496 will help remove barriers to biomarker testing to ensure that patients can unlock
the value and cost-savings potential of precision medicine.

If you have any questions about this legislation, please reach out to Autumn Odgen-Smith, Director of California
Legislation with the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, at autumn.ogden@cancer.org.

Sincerely,
Aimed Alliance Biomarker Collaborative
ALS Association CancerCare
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network Cancer Support Community/Gilda’s Club
American Kidney Fund CLL Society
American Lung Association Coalition of State Rheumatology Organizations
Arthritis Foundation Colorectal Cancer Alliance
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Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation

End Preeclampsia

Exon20 Group

Fight Colorectal Cancer

Global Colon Cancer Association

Global Healthy Living Foundation

Go2 for Lung Cancer

HEAL Collaborative

ICAN - International Cancer Advocacy Network

International Foundation for Autoimmune &
Autoinflammatory Arthritis (AiA)

KRAS Kickers

Lung Cancer Research Foundation

LUNGevity Foundation

Lupus and Allied Diseases Association, Inc.

Melanoma Research Foundation

Mended Hearts, Inc.

MET Crusaders

Michael J. Fox Foundation

National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN)
National Donor Marrow Program/Be the Match
National Organization for Rare Disorders
National Ovarian Cancer Coalition

National Psoriasis Foundation

Oncology Nursing Society

One Cancer Place

Patients Rising Now

PDL1 Amplifieds

Susan G. Komen

Transplant Life Foundation

Triage Cancer

VHL Alliance

" NCI Dictionary of Cancer Terms. https://www.cancer.gov/publications/dictionaries/cancer-terms/def/precision-medicine.
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